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| Havms a few Weeks ago, through 


the medium of the Hibernian Journal, ſug- 
geſted ſuch general obſervations as had oc- 
curred to me, tending to ſhew the Impolicy 
of an Union between this Country and 
England, and it having been ſince pretty 
generally underſtood, either that the 
meaſure bad never heed entertained, or 
was abandoned on the other ſide of the 


Water; I had nearly diſmiſſed the ſub- 


jet from my conſideration ; but the Re- 
4 "FP 5 8 | B | * 1 6 port 
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port of an Union again aſſailing our ears, 


with increaſed F orce and Authority, I 


cannot refrain from obtruding myſelf a- 5 
new upon the Public, not from a vain 
imagination that I can, produce anything 
worthy of cheir attention, upon the ab- 
ject, but from a deſire to provoke in 
others of greater Cipacity, the Conſide- | 
ration and Diſcuffion of a queſtion the 
moſt intereſting and. important that ever 


offered itſelf to the deliberation of any 
Kingdom, and which involved. nothing 
leſs than the preſent welfare. and future 


deſtinies of our native Country. And 


in che firſt Place, . the! wllowing def. 


tions naturally occut; what may be the 
cauſe why: this Country, which while in- | 


conſiderable in point of Population, Agti- 
culture, and Commerce, hath had a gifs. 


: tint and . 5 


HD. 
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with a Population of five millions of In- 
habitants, with a moſt flouriſhing agri- 
culture, with- a preatly extended, and 
ſtill extending Commerce, reſign its le- 
giflation into the hands of another Coun- 
try? Why «that meaſure, which whilſt 
Ireland groined under the reſtrictions on 
her Commerce, would have been rejected : 
by her beſt and wiſeſt Stateſmen, ſhould : 
be reſorted to at this time, when there i is 
us permanent impediment to the career 
of her Proſperity ? If i it be anſwered that ; 
he preſent diſturbed fituation of chis 
Country renders a meaſure, heretofare i in- 
eligible, expedient and defirable at pre- 
ſent, belides obſerving that the temporary 11 
ot wal ee Bf Crs. 
can be no ground for adopting a 3 | 

ſure of © ſuch magnitude, and novelty, : 

and freevocable in its nature; 1 further an- 
ſwer that I can ſee no connection be- 


3 2 tween 


cm —_ 


* : ed diſcontent in any Particular, it would 


4 


tween the evils which we deplore, and 
the remedy propoſed : neither can I per- 


ceive how the condition of this Country 
in point of internal tranquillity," would 
be influenced by an Union of the two 
Legilatures. Ireland having obtained that 
Commercial Liberty for which an Union 
was formerly conſidered to be the Price, and 
poſſeſſing an independant Legillature hath 


8 nothing to hope from an Union with 
England, which could not heal our re- 


Ugious Differences, nor extinguiſh the 
cauſes, if any ſuch | exiſt, of well found- 


indeed abſorb the queſtion of Parliamen- 
tary Reform, and together with it, the 


independence, che importance, and the 
| N of the Country for ever. Indeed 
it is truly and e admitted Haag | 
dane, himſelf an Advocate for the 
| nion, | 


— 
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Union, in his Strictures on the State of 
Ireland, that the removal of thoſe im- 
politic commercial reſtriftions, and diſ- 
abilities which were formerly laid upon 
Ireland, and its conſequent extenſion of 
Trade, has entirely changed the ſtate .of 
the / queſtion, with regard to the expe= 
- dience of an Union between Great Bri- 
+ tain and Ireland; conſequently. the great- 
eſt part of the arguments uſed, in ſup- 
port of it, previous to that æra, as they 
tended to prove the advantageous. effects 
to Ireland of ſuch an enlargement of 
Trade aſſumed as a circumſtance neceſ- 
. fanily, connected with, and reſulting from 
the Union, are now | inapplicable ; as on 
the other hand, the objections of thoſe 
who feared the pernicious conſequences 
0 Great Britain, of allowing ſuch unli- 
mited Commercial Privileges to the Iriſh 
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az this Union would create, are equally 
done aw. The -emancipation of che 
3 to the — 
_ deſeribed, can exiſt e 1 
* Union; and to its oppoſets that tlie 
diſadvantages apprehended. from it to the 
Trade af England, chave been in s * 

en eren e N 1. 
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| If 
of the Country, to which an Union dotfr 
in no wiſe. conduee, but whoſe immedi- 
ate conſequence would be to increaſe the 


pins PEA TEE 
addition to the number of Abſentecs, 


cannot be doubted by the moſt ſceptical, 


and it & remarkable that the argument 
is uſed by the celebrated. Dean Tucker, to 
| Induce. England to an Union, for in his 


Propafal/ for / incorporating the” Britiſfn 
Les into one Kingdom, ptinted in 1745, © 


be obſerves that, the indueements .f 

being neat che Parliament, the Co 
the | public Funds, woll bring man 
more Irin families to reſice and ſpenb 


their fortunes here, than now do. In 
— 1 whatever, wealth Heland would 
draw 
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draw from other Countries by its pro- 
| duce, manufactures, and happy ſituation, 
all that would continually centre in Eng- 
land.” He further adds, That the in- 
creaſe of wealth to Ireland in conſequence 
of an Union would enable her to eaſe 
England of the burthen of the wort and 
heavieſt of her Taxes. 


Though I have no 8 to make 
the experiment, yet I cannot blame the 
Dean of Glouceſter for his advice, he was 
a man of moſt reſpectable character, and 
eminent for his political ſagacity and com- 
mercial knowledge; but he was an Engliſh 
Patriot, whoſe duty it was to prefer and 
promote the intereſt of his own Country. 
and perhaps, like another great man, 
. Ireland, Page 03:4—"Th/ Reader will 
bear in mind that Dean Tucker wrote this long before 
we had obtained a free Trade, 


9 
Mr. Gibbon, he conſidered Ireland as a 
remote and petty Province. By a peruſal 
of the writers in the ſiſter country upon 
the ſubject from Sir Matthew Decker to 
De Lolme, the curious reader will eaſily 
ſatisfy himſelf that all the arguments in 
favour of the meaſure, centre in the con- 
8 venience and alleviation of publick bur- 
then to b The ſituation of Scot- 
, which is aid to have flouriſh- 
ed * Ben Union with England, is 
fondly quoted by the Advocates for that 
meaſure; but in order to draw any . 


lid argument from the caſe of Scotland, 
it muſt be ſhewn that our ſituation is 


che dame with that of Scotland at the 
time olf her Union, and it muſt be 
ſtill Hirther ſhewn, not only, that Scot- 
land hath flouriſhed fince her Union with 
England, but chat it was in conſequence | 
ob dat Union that ſhe hath io dern. 
| E 


10 

ed. The fact is, that the greater part 
of the Nations of Europe have flouriſhed 
fince the period of the Scottiſh . Union; 
from that time unto the preſent, there 
| hath been a gradual improvement of all 
thoſe arts and ſciences which conduce 
to the proſperity of States. That Eng- 
land ſhould have ardentiy deſired the 
; Union. with Scotland, | almoſt upon any 
terms, is not to be wondered at, ſince 
Scotland not having been prevailed upon 


to acknowledge che ſucceſſion in the 


A Houſe of Hanover, upon the demiſe of 
© Queen Anne, "who left” no iſſue, there 

would be a diſſolution of the only Point 

of connection (rs the two kingdoms, | 

oo namely, the Union of. the two. Crowns upon 
the ſame head, in which caſe the ſecurity of 

. England muſt be eſſentially endangered, i in- 
afmuch as ſhe would thereby ceaſe to have 
the * and protection of an inſular 
; GD ſituation, 


g | 11 


ſituation, and Scotland would be the land- 
ing place and rallying point of the Preten- 
der and the French forces, and ſo ſenſible 
Was England of her danger in this reſpect, 
and ſo anxious to prevail upon Scotland to 


declare for the ſucceſſion in the Houſe f 


Hanover, that in the ſeſſion of Parliament 
- which opened in November, 1705, “ 

a Bill was brought into the Engliſh 
Houſe of Lords, i impowering the Queen to 
name commiſſioners to treat of a full Union 
of both kingdoms as ſoon as the Parliament 
of Scotland ſhould” paſs an act to the ſame 
-purpoſe ; but if no ſuch Union ſhould be 
agreed on, or if the ſame ſucceſſion, to 


the Crown with that of England ſhould 


not be enacted by a day prefixed,. then it 
was enacted that after that day no Scotch- 
man who was not reſident in England or 
Ireland, or employed in the Queen's ſervice 
by ſea or land, ſhould be eſteemed a natu- 
+24 11) 7 * Burner's Hiſtory of his Own Times. | 


a. 


ral born ſubject of England: they added to 
this a prohibition of an importation of Scotch 
Cattle and of the manufacture of Scotland: 
this bill was rejected by the Hauſe of 
Commons on account of the money penal- 
ties which were contained in ſeveral: clau- 
ſes, but a new bill was brought into the 
Houſe of Commons to the ſame effect 
which paſſed: and when the Duke of 
Argyle was ſent down Commiſſioner to the 
Parliament of Scotland, Which had met in 
the ſummer of the ſame year, his inſtrue- 
tions were in the disjunctive, that he ſhould 
endeavour to procure either an act for ſet- 
ling the ſucceſſion, as it was in England, 
or that he ſhould ſet on foot a treaty for the 
Union of the two, kingdoms: from. which 
it is manifeſt that the great object of Eng- 
land was that, there ſhould, be. ſome ſolid 
ground of permanent connection between 
the two countries, which the Miniſtry of 
England conceived might be alike effected, 
: 9601S" A n either 


13 
either by an act of the Scotch Parliament 
ſetting the ſucceſſion, or by an incorpora- 

ting Union. At length in the year 1707. 
after a period of nine months which had 
elapſed from the commencement of the ne- 
gotiation, this infinitely important meaſure of | 
an Union to England, was finally compleat- 
ed. It had met with great oppoſition in _ 
the Parliament of Scotland, where every ſtep 
that was made, and every vote that was car- 
ried was with the ſame ſtrength, and met 
with the ſame oppoſition; both parties 
giving ſtriet attendance during the whole 
ſeſſion, which laſted for three months; 

Biſhop Burnet the cotemporary Hiſtorian, 

and vrho took a great intereſt in this memo- - 
rable tranſaction, after. mentioning che at- 

dtempt which had been made at Edinburgh | 
to murder the Lord Provoſt who had been 
one of the Commiſſioners, and had concur- 
red heartily i in the deſign, makes uſe of theſe 
remarkable expreſſions. No other violent at- 
tempt was made after this, but the body of the 


people 


1 


people ſhewed fo much fullenneſs, that proba- 
bly, lad any perſon of authority once kindled 
the fire, they ſeemed to be of ſurh combuſtible 
matter, tbat the Union ' might have caft the 
Nation into great Convulfions. The neceſſary 
precautions however had been taken; for 
orders were given both to England and 
Ireland to have troops ready upon call; and 
if it were neceſſary. more troops ſhould be 
ordered from Flanders. The ſame hiſto- 
rian obſerves that it was the unfortunate = 
commercial ſpeculation on Darien in South 
America, the great charge it had put the 
nation to, and the total miſcarriage of that 
project, which made the trading part of that 
Kingdom fee the impoſſibility of carrying 
on any great deſign in trade, and made 


means of correcting among other griev- 
ances, the abuſes in the adminiſtration of 


' Burnet. 
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juſtice in their country, where judges who 
were named by the miniſtry, were in ſuch 

a dependence, that ſince; there are no ju- 
ries allowed in Scotland in civil caſes, the 
whole property of the kingdom was in 

their hands, and by their means in the 
hands of the Miniſters : that the proſpect 
of a free trade not only with England but 
with her plantations, and the protection of 
the fleet of England reconciled them to 
the meaſure: but ſix years had not elapſed 
from the concluſion of the treaty of Union, 
- when at a meeting of the Scotch Members 
of both houſes of the United Parliament, 
in conſequence of a bill paſſed through the 
HFlouſe of Commons, directly violating that 
article of the Union, by which it was ſti- 
pulated that, no duty ſhould be laid on the 
malt in Scotland during the war, it was 
agreed to move for an act diſſolving the 
Union; and accordingly the motion was 
made in the upper Houſe of Parliament, 
F 8 3 
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and moſt of the Lords of that nation 
ſpoke to it. They ſet forth all the hard- 
ſhips under which chey laboured fince the 
Union, that they had no more a Council i in 
14 Scotland, that their laws were altered in 
| matters of the higheſt importance, and that 
bow an impoſition was about to be lad 
[ upon their malt, which muſt prove an into- 
| - lerablebirthet/to/the poor of that country, 
ll and/deprive' them of the ufe of any other 
liquor than water: upon all theſe reaſons a 
they moved for liberty to bring in a bill to 
difſolye” the Union, in which they would 
give full ſecurity for maintaining the Queen's 
prerogative, and for ſecuring the * 
tant ſueceſſion: this motion was o courſe” LY 
warmly oppoſed by ans and re 
: jeQed ; and when the malt t tax was brought 
to the lords, great oppoſition was made to 
it on account of i its being ſo manifeſtly i ine- 


* 


quitable, 


17 
quitable, but it paſſed in the United Lords. 
Now not one of the already enumerated 
cauſes and motives which induced the 
| Scottiſh Union, can be applied to the pre- 
ſent / ſituation and circumſtances of this 
country. For in the firſt place the ſucceſ- 
ſion to the crown of Ireland is ſettled, and 
the permanent connection between the two 
kingdoms is ſecured by the ſtatute of Henry 
the Eighth in this kingdom, which declares 
the Union of the crowns to be indiſſoluble, 
and if the caſe of a regency has been over- 
looked hy the ſtatute, there can he na objec- 
tion to the bringing a bill into our Parlia- 
ment, for the purpoſe of declaring the re- 
gont of England for the time e to be 
e ee an ii bn 
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8 
an Union; viz. the partial and oppreſſive 
conduct of judges intirely dependent on the 
crown; it is to be obſerved that the inde- 


pendence of our judges is now ſecured; by 


Act of Parliament: and here it is that with 


; pride and triumph we may congratulate our 


country, upon the ſtate of the higher tribu- 
nals in this kingdom: I will venture to aſſert 
without hazard of contradictian from any 
one converſant with/the ſubject, that in no 


age of any country did the ſtream of juſtice 
ſources : he appointment of ſuch. perſons 


as fil the:Benches of our ſuperior Courts, 
of characters eininent for their integrity and 
legal Kno wlædge, is in itſelf a great Reform, 
and will conduce in no ſmall degree to the 


edification of the people at large. As to 


the other cauſes which prevailed. upon the 


Seoteh to ſu rrender their independenee, 
we namely, 


. to 


19 
namely, the low and depreſſed ſtate of their 
commerce, and the impoveriſhed condition 
of their country, &e. It is only neceflary. 


do travel through this country in day light 


to perceive by what rapid ftrides ſhe has 
advanced, in her commercial career, more 


2 
* iS > 


eſpecially fince the year I 782, that is, ſince 


the epoch of her commercial and conſtitu - 
tional emancipation. We may every Where 


read in large characters the ameliorated 
ſtate of the public fortune, in the improv- 
ed condition of our lands, in the increaſed 


number of buildings, both public and pri- 


vate throughout our towns, in the multi- 
plication of elegant equipages, furniture, &c. 
5 and in the general appearance of ſuperior 
eaſe and comfort diffuſed throughout the 
lower orders of the community, and ſuch. 
| is the ſtamina of the public proſperity, that, 
like that of England, it has increaſed dur- 
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ing the war, ſo that upon a ſubject ſo ob- 
vious, I ſhall content myſelf with menti- 
.oning a ſingle inſtance: about twenty 
years ago and before that time, we im- 
ported corn for out own conſumption, to 
the amount of three hundred thouſand 
pounds ſterling, annually, and we have lat- 
terly exported to the amount of one million 
annually ſterling. Ireland is now in poſ- 
ſeſnon of that free trade for which an 
Union was formerly to be the compenſati- 
on to England, and of that trade to her 
plantations which Scotland ſought through 
che medium of an Union, ſhe already en- 
Joys the protection of thoſe fleets, which 
are in great part manned, by Iriſh, ſailors, 
and ſhe contributes, though indirectly, to 
the ſupport of thoſe wars in which ſhe is 
engaged through her connection with Eng- 
land, and chearfully 5 engaged; from her 
| PR ſenſe 


21 


ſenſe of the ineſtimable advantages atten- 
dant on that connection: But in truth 
there is no room for a parallel in point of 
ſituation between this kingdom, and a 
country rich indeed in the induſtry and in- 
genuity of her inhabitants, but of ungrate- 
ful ſoil for the moſt part, and not ſeparated 
from England by a greater feature han 
that which ſeparates parts of the ſame 
i kingdom. It is true that an open arrayed 
Rebellion has raged in, and deſolated parts 
of this kingdom, and diſgraced the whole, 
but that Rebellion has been ſubdued, and a 
fine occaſion is now preſented to a {kilful 
Legiſlature to repoſe the tranquility and 
harmony of the country upon ſolid and laſt - 
ing foundations. Our Parliament may have 
committed errors, but there is a fund of 
good ſenſe and good temper in the country 
to correct them. Our Executive Govern- 


22 


ment may have at times been ll adviſed, 


but there is a rational and unbounded con- 
fidenet in the integrity and purity of mo- 
tive of our illuſtrious Chief Governor. To 


falvation of Dublin, and all its living con- 
ſequences to be aſeribed ed; and indeed to the 


Yeomanty of the country at large, and to 


that high ſpirit and ſuſtained energy which 
| a ſenſe of national dignity and img e 


fo calculated to inſpire, is the country prin- 


cipally indebted ſor its ſafety. Far be it 
from me however, to depreciate the ſignal 


and decifive ſervices of his Majeſty's regular 
| forces; to the zeal and intelligence of the of = 


ficers, to the alacrity, the courage, and per- 
| ſevering patience of the men, every praiſe is 


dhe; not can the nation fufficiently expreſs 
its gratitude to the gallant Engliſh militia, 
who in the generbfity of their devotion to 

3 | 458: 
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23 
the general cauſe of the Empire, forgot 
the cold ſtatute which limits their ſervice 
to their own iſland, and reſolved that the 
calarged ſphere of public duty was their 
native country. But ſuppoſing for a mo 
ment, that an Union were as advantageous 
ta this country, as it appears to me to be 
pernicious, and even dangerous to the con- 
nection between the two countries, and 
ſcendancy, but not the omnipotence of the 
powers of Parliament, I cannot help more 
than doubting their competency: to ſuch a2 
meaſure, without the directly expreſſed ap- : 
probation of the people. If able and well 
informed men have balanced with reſpect 
ta the Octennial Bill in England, if they 
have heſitated as to the power of Parlia- 
ment to extend its duration even for a few 
. years, what muſt be thought of 2 Parla- 
11 | _ mentary | 


24 1 
mentary meaſure aboliſhing the Parliament 
itſelf, and transferringito another kingdom 
the right of legiſlating for this country. 
It is ſurely the duty of a Member of Parli- 
ament to watch over and maintain the in- 
tereſts of his Conſtituents, and thoſe of the 
country at large, and how can he inſure 
che fulfillment of this duty if he ſubſtitute 
another Parliament in the room of that 
chaſen by the People? or what right can 
he have to delegate a power Which was 
only delegated to himſelf, or to transfer a 
confidence vrhich is perſdnal between him 
and his Conſtituents. If even concerning 
the ordinary buſiheſs of the country, it hath 
been the opinion of tlie moſt reſ pectable 

Mermnbers of Parliament in both countries, 
that the inſtructions of their Conſtituents, 
if not mandatory upon their conduct, were 
yet entitled to the greateſt reſpect; what 

r muſt 


9 ee 


8 


25 
maſt be the caſe with reſpect to che pa- 
mount meaſure of a fundamental change in 


the Conſtitution of the country. It may 
be remembered that durin g a debate which 


occurred ſome years ago in our Parliament, 
on a bill for preventing Revenue Officers 
Parliament, it was contendedon the part of 
Adminiſtration, and ſucceſsfully contended, 


that Parliament had no right to disfran- 
chiſe men not convicted of any crime. If 1 


it was then conceived that Parliament, even 
for the ſake of maintaining its on purity 


and independence, could not deſpoil of 


their franchiſe a comparatively ſmall num- 


ber of men, notwithſtanding the precedent 
of an Engliſh Act of Parliament, it furely 
will not be contended that Parliament can be 
empowered to do an act, which will render 


the franchiſes of the entire kingdom a mere 


nullity. The great ſecurity for the faith- 
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56 
ful diſcharge. of Parliamentary duty has 
been conſidered to be the limited duration 
of Parliament, whereby after the expiration 
of a definite period, the Repreſentative re- 


17! turns into the maſs of the community, and 


A new choice is given to the Conſtituent ; 
| but this wiſe precaution of our Conſtitu- 
| | | tion would be vain and ineffectual i in the 
| 1 event of an Union, when the handful of 
Iich Senators would be merged ! in the 


| multitude of Engliſh Legiflators. The ef- 
fect of public opinion and cenſure, thofe 


| powerful regulators and controuls of hu- 
man conduct, muſt be null in the caſe of an 
| | Vnited Parliament, which would be placed 
— beyond the ſphere of the operation of che 
|| | = ſentiments of this Country. | 

| 


5 * 1 
* , 


95 II, therefore, it be determined by the 
* —ͤ— to bring forward the 
meaſure 


27 


meaſure of an Union, let the Iriſh Parlia - 
ment be diſſolved, and a new Parliament 


be returned, bringing with it the ſenti- 
ments of the country upon the ſubject; 

or let the Frecholders be convened in 
their reſpective counties and let the 
ſenſe of the nation be declared upon 
a National Queſtion of ſuch magni- 
tude. and im portance : To this pro- 
poſal it may be anſwered, that the ſitu- 
ation of this country at preſent will. not 
admit of that agitation which muſt ne- 
ceſſarily attend a general election and nu- 
merous aſſemblies of the people; and can 
it then be affirmed that that ſtate and 
temper of mind of the country, which 
cannot bear the exerciſe of the eſtabliſh- 
ed and acknowledged franchiſe and privi- 
leges of the people, is preciſely adapted 
to the Parliamentary diſcuſſion of a queſ- 


E 2 tion 
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tion which would at any time be attend- 
ed with extraordinary agitation and fer- 
ment. N £27 


The eeſſation of courts martial ſhould 
be the ſignal for every well informed 
mind to rouſe from its lethargy, and to 
unfold thoſe powers of the underſtanding ; 
which. had collapſed during the eontinu- 
: ance of the Rebellion, and upon no ſub-. 
je& more intereſting to his country can. 
the enlightened Iriſhman employ his at- 
tention than upon that of an Union, 
which if it be a good meaſure for Ire- 
land, it is only by examination and diſ- 
cuffion. that its advantages can be deve- 
loped and illuſtrated ; and if it be a bad 
meaſure it is only by the ſame touchſtones | 
ty that 
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that its injurious conſequences will be 
detected and expoſed. 


It was to protect and maintain the preſent 
Conftitution of Ireland that the aſtoniſh- 
ing ſpectacle of the Iriſh Yeomanry was 
difplayed, it was 'to ſupport the King, 
Lords, and Commons of Ireland, that 
men whoſe purſaits and habits were the 
moſt abhortent from the profeffion of 
arms, became almoſt on à ſudden ex- 
pert in military evolution and manceuvre, 
that perſons bred in all the caſe and ſuſt- 
| neſs of affluent fortune, voluntarily adopt- 
ed the labours, the fatigues, and the pri- 
vations of the military life during a ftate 
of War, that confirmed habits" of long 
ptotracted conviviality, were in a mo- 
ment diſſolved and facrificed to the impe- 

rious. circumſtances of the country: nor 


can 
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can it with any appearance of truth be 
affirmed that it was the conſoling proſpect 
of an Union which ſuſtained and refreſh- 
ed the occaſionally drooping ſpirits of 
the Iriſh Yeoman. | | 


The more important and complicated 
the concerns of a country, (and they be- 
come ſo in proportion as it advances in 
proſperity) the greater the neceſſity for 
a Legiſlature intirely and excluſively oc- 
cupied with the affairs of p that country A 
and, I doubt whether a conſolidated Le- 
giſſature ſitting in another country, could 
have poſſeſſed the means of a timely diſ- 
covery of the late Rebellion, which was 
| alone the cauſe of its not overturning the 
Government of this kingdom. If, as hath 
| been aſſerted, the manners of the lower or- 
ders in the greater part of this kingdom 


are 


JT 
are ſemi-birbarous—is the Legi flature 
of another Country (for ſuch it would 
virtually be, notwithſtanding the infuſion 
of a few members from this country) un- 
acquainted with the manners and habits 
of this, and with the changes which may 
occaſionally take place in both, or the Iriſh 
Parliament ſittin g in the capital of the 


country, the beſt qualified to adopt mea- 


ſures to reclaim them. 


It hath been obſerved by Mr. Gibbon 
when contraſting the political condition 


of the ancient Roman Empire with that 


of Modern Europe, that the Chances 
8 of Royal and Miniſterial talents are 
«© now multipled with the number of its 


* rulers;” in like manner it may be faid 


that, the chances of political wiſdom 


are now multiplied with the plurality of 


legiſlatures, 
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legiſlatures, and indeed vir: ſyſtem of 
Corn Laws, our Regiſtry Act, and other 


acts which might be cited, reflect honour | 
on. the Iriſh Legiſlation. 


If there were any thing in the phyſical 
fituation, or in the permanent and immu- 
table moral relations and circumſtances 
of the two countries, (for none other 
can be a ground for an irrevocable meaſure) 
which required an incorporating Union ; 
it ſhould have been atchieved at an earlier 


9 period of our hiſtory 5 for the habits of na- 


tions like thoſe of individuals become con- 
firmed. and inveterate by length of time, 
and ĩt is not at this period of her political 
exiſtence, nor in this ſtage of her agricul- 
tural and commercial proſperity, that Ire- 
land ſhould be required to fall back and 
ank into the ſituation of a province. If 
| Wt 
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it be a maxim that political innovations 


3 


are dangerous, is the force of that maxim 
leſſened on account of the magnitude and 
importance of the meaſure, or becauſe that 
when once carried into execution it will 
not be in our power to retract it. Would 
it be wiſe in the preſent ſituation and 
eee of this country to ſuperadd 
another cauſe of agitation to thoſe already 
in exiſtence ? or will the propagation of 
French Principles amongſt the lower or- 
ders, be more effectually prevented by a 
| meaſure whoſe neceſſary conſequence muſt 
be political apathy amongſt the higher claſ- 
ſes of ſociety ? whilſt France with fer- 
vid hand is Planting democracies all around 
her, ſhall we lend our aſſi ſtance by re- 
moving from this country the vifble figns. 
of the Engliſh Conſtitution ? But I will 
yet hope, that no ſuch meaſure is really 


7 1 


> |," I 5 
in contemplation; 1 will hope that the 
Miniſter of England is perſuaded, as every 
man of common ſenſe in this country muſt 
be, that let the merits of the queſtion of 
an Union abſtractedly conſidered be what 
they may, the preſent ſituation of this 
country is moſt improper and unfit for 
their parliamentary diſcuſſion. And at a 
time when nothing leſs than an extraordi- 
nary Coalition of all the Powers of Europe 
is thought nece flary to oppoſe the Coloſſal 
Power and gigantic Progreſs of the 
French; when we have been juſt told 
by a Miniſter * in the Engliſh Houſe of 
| Lords, that notwithſtanding the Prodigies 
of her Naval Atchievements, England 
herſelf cannot be ſafe; ufileſs France ſhall 
be effectually refilted by land; can this, 
SE * 0p. 


* Lord Grenville. 
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I fay, be the ſeaſon for making experi- 
ments upon the honourable Pride, the 
temper and the feelings of an Indepen- 
dent Nation ? If, however, in defiance of 
the obvious dictates of prudence and found 
policy, the queſtion of an Union ſhall be of- 
ficially brought forward, I truſt with con- 
fidence that both Nations will concur in the 
rejection of a Meaſure, the conſequence of 

which to Ireland would be the loſs of 
national honour, dignity - and impor- 
tance, and the increaſe of publick bur- 
thens and Abſentees; and to England the 
further deterioration of her own Parliament 

by the incorporation 8 


FINIS. 


